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essential skills and to talk over the problem with an under-
standing person.
Love. — Should a child love his teacher? Yes, if by love
is meant the kind of liking and admiration one gives to a
born leader. No, if by love is meant an intense personal
affection between teacher and child. A teacher's strong
affection for one child is likely to interfere with her judg-
ment of the child's behavior, and to lead to favoritism, a
type of injustice children keenly resent. An intense desire
to please the teacher may result in a temporary spurt which
is usually followed by a slump. It interferes with effi-
ciency in the long run. The internal changes that accompany
strong emotions are destructive rather than constructive.
They use up rather than build up reserves of energy. Fur-
thermore the child may become oversensitive to the teacher's
opinion, and feel hurt when she fails to give the expected
attention or praise.
Admiration and respect for the teacher are an immense
aid in the formation of good habits in this period. Antag-
onism and conflict between teacher and child result in a
negative attitude on the part of the child to even the most
reasonable and necessary requests. A child frequently obeys
the request of a person whom he genuinely likes and re-
fuses to obey the same request if given by a person whom
he dislikes.
On the other hand, a child who is all bound up in his
teacher finds adjustments to a new teacher very difficult, and
has not gained interests and motives which are independent
of a single personality. The motive of pleasing the teacher
is not one that is permanently useful. It fails to function
when a new teacher comes, or when the child's attitude
toward the former teacher changes. As soon as possible, the
motive for good work should be one that is inherent in the
work itself, and the motive for desirable social behavior, the
satisfaction the child himself feels in such behavior. Is this
aim too idealistic for the primary period?
The teacher must be sensitive to the diverse emotional
needs of each child. Some children need affection more

